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Press release

Celebration of 150D birth anniversary year of Mahatma Gandhi

Consulate General of India in Ho Chi Minh City celebrated the commencement of

the 1500 Birth Anniversary year of Mahatma Gandhi on 20d October 2018. The event
was graced by representatives from Ho Chi Minh City Union of Friendship Organization
(HUFO), Vietnam - India Friendship Association (VIFA), Vietnam Buddhist Sangha,

Indian Chamber of Commerce, friends of India and media.

On this occasion, Consul General of India Dr. K Srikar Reddy, dedicated the video
of Mahatma Gandhi’s favourite song ‘Vaishnav Jana to Tene Kahiye’ sung by renowned
Vietnamese Singer Ms. Phi Nhung to the India - Vietnam friendship. Speaking on the
occasion, Dr Reddy said, that 02 October is celebrated as the ‘International Day of Non-
Violence’, to reaffirm our commitment to the eternal values of truth, non-violence, peace,
tolerance and understanding. In 2007, about 140 countries, including Vietnam, had co-
sponsored the UN resolution for declaring 02 October, the birth anniversary of Mahatma

Gandhi, as the International Day of Non-violence.

Mahatma Gandhi had said, "Non-violence is the greatest force at the disposal of
mankind. It is mightier than the mightiest weapon of destruction devised by the ingenuity
of man”. His personality had also inspired President Ho Chi Minh, who during his visit to
India in 1958 had said, “I and others may be revolutionaries, but we are disciples of

Mahatma Gandhi, directly or indirectly, nothing more nothing less”.



Even 70 years after his death, he is a source of inspiration for not only Indians but
many people across the world. In various parts of the world, non-violent resistance is
being used to end oppression, injustice and the denial of fundamental human rights. He
inspired leaders like Nelson Mandela of South Africa, Aung San Su Kyi of Myanmar,
Martin Luther King Jr. and President Barack Obama of United States, and many others.
Albert Einstein once said on Gandhi, "generations to come will scarcely believe that such

a one as this ever in flesh and blood walked upon this earth."

Gandhian philosophy that ‘there is enough on Earth for everybody's need, but not
enough for everybody's greed’ guides us to a path of sustainable development in harmony
with nature, eschewing over-exploitation. Mahatma Gandhi was one of the first global
leaders to speak about sustainable development and his creed provides the key to combat
challenges caused by climate change. There is increasingly more emphasis on sustainable
development in all countries, including the use of renewable energy, sustainable
agricultural practices and conservation of biodiversity. His words “the earth, the air, the
land and the water are not an inheritance from our forefathers but on loan from our
children. So we have to hand over to them at least as it was handed over to us.”, should

guide us in our endeavours.

Most Venerable Dr. Thich Thien Tam, Vice President of the Executive Council
Vietnam Buddhist Sangha also gave a message on the importance of peace and non-

violence in our lives and thus in the development of nations.

The 1500 birth anniversary year celebrations of Mahatma Gandhi will continue till
02 October 2019; with several symposiums, movie shows, lecture series and social events
planned by the Consulate General of India in HCM City in coordination with HUFO,
VIFA, Vietnam Buddhist Sangha and Universities in HCM City.
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[Ban dich khéng chinh thirc]

THONG CAO BAO CHi

Ky niém 150 nam ngay sinh cua Mahatma Gandhi

Téng 1anh sw quan An D6 tai thanh phé H6 Chi Minh t6 chirc 18 ky niém
150 nam ngay sinh ciia Mahatma Gandhi vao ngay 2 thang 10 nam 2018. Sv
kién tran trong dwoc dén tiép dai dién tv Lién hiép Hiru nghi Thanh phé H6 Chi
Minh (HUFO), Héi Hiru nghi Viét Nam — An D6 (VIFA), Gido hdi Phat gido Viét
Nam, Phong Thuwong mai An Do, quy bang hitu ctia An D6 va truyén théng.

Nhan dip nay, éng K. Srikar Reddy, Téng lanh sy An Do, da tran trong gioi
thiéu doan video bai hat yéu thich cia Mahatma Gandhi 'Vaishnav Jana to Tene
Kahiye' do ca si ndi tiéng ngwdi Viét Phi Nhung hat cho tinh hiru nghi An D6 -
Viét Nam. Phat biéu nhan dip nay, 6ng Reddy cho biét, ngay 02 thang 10 dwoc td
chire 1a "Ngay Qubc té Bat bao dong", dé tai khang dinh cam két ciia chung ta voi
cac gia tri vinh clru cla s that, bat bao déng, hoa binh, khoan dung va hiéu biét.
Nam 2007, khodng 140 qudc gia, trong d6 c6 Viét Nam, da déng tai tro' cho nghj
quyét cta Lién Hop Quéc tuyén bd ngay 02 thang 10, ngay sinh cla Mahatma
Gandhi, Ia Ngay Quéc té Bat bao dong.

Gandhi da noi, "Bat bao dong la vii khi manh nhat trong tat cd nhirng loai
va khi loai ngwdi co thé tao ra. N6 manh hon ca vi khi hdy diét manh nhat dwoc
tao ra b&i sy khéo léo clia con nguwdi". L&i sbng cta 6ng ciing da truyén cam
hirng cho Cha tich H6 Chi Minh, va trong chuyén tham An D6 nam 1958, Chu tich
da noi: “Téi va nhirtng ngudi khac co thé la nhivng ngwdi cach mang, nhung
chang téi déu 1a mdén dd ctia Mahatma Gandhi, du truc tiép hay gian tiép, nhiéu
hon hay it hon”.

70 nam sau khi 6ng qua doi, 6ng van la nguén cdm hirng cho khéng chi

riéng nguwoi An DO, ma con rat nhiéu nhirng ca nhan khac nhau. Trén thé gidi, sw



khang cw khéng bao lyc dang dwoc str dung dé& chdm dit sy dan ap, bat cong va
sy xam pham cac quyén con ngudi co ban. Ong da truyén cdm hirng cho cac
nha lanh dao nhw Nelson Mandela cia Nam Phi, Aung San Su Kyi cia Myanmar,
Martin Luther King Jr. va Téng théng Barack Obama ctia Hoa Ky, va nhiéu nguoi
khéac. Albert Einstein da tirng ndi vé& Gandhi, "cac thé hé sau co 1& sé thay khé tin

khi biét rang mot ca nhan nhw vay da tirng thwe sw ton tai trén Trai dat nay.”

Triét ly cia Gandhi rang “vat chat trén trai dat nay la dd cho nhu ciu cla
con ngwdi, nhwng khéng di cho 1dng tham ctia moi ngwdi” hwéng ching ta dén
mot con dwdng phat trién bén virng, hai hoa vai thién nhién, tranh khai thac qua
murc. Mahatma Gandhi |a mét trong nhirng nha 1anh dao toan cau dau tién néi vé
phat trién bén virtng. D& chdng lai nhitng thach thirc do bién dbi khi hau gay ra,
hién nay ngay cang c6 nhiéu sw quan tam vé phat trién bén virtng & tat ca céac
qubc gia, bao gdbm ca viéc sir dung nang lwong tai tao, thwe hanh néng nghiép
bén virng va bao tén da dang sinh hoc. Ong ciing da noi rang "trai dat nay, bau
khéng khi nay, dat dai nay va ngudn nuwéc nay khéng phai la cha thira ké tw to
tién cta chung ta, ma la vat vay muwon tir con em cua chung ta. Do dé, chung ta

phai trao lai ching trong tinh trang it nhat 1a dwoc nhw khi ching ta nhan chung.”

Hoa thuwong Tién sy Thich Thién Tam, Pho Chu tich Hoi déng Tri sw, Giao
hoéi Phat gido Viét Nam ciing da dwa ra mot théng diép vé tdm quan trong cla
hoa binh va bat bao déng trong cudc sbng cla ching ta va trong sw phat trién
clia cac qudc gia.

L& ky niém 150 ndm ngay sinh ctia Mahatma Gandhi sé tiép tuc cho dén
ngay 02 thang 10 nam 2019; v&i chudi cac hodi nghi chuyén dé, cac bubi chiéu
phim, bai gidng va cac sw kién xa hoi do Téng lanh sy quan An D6 tai TP HCM
phéi hop voi HUFO, VIFA, Gido hdi Phat gido Viét Nam va cac trwdng dai hoc tai
TP. HCM.
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